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FRIDAY OCTOBER 21, 1988 


Scott Lunshof 


Take cover, we’ve been nuked! 


The War: Approximately seven 


weeks ago, many junior and senior 
Redeemer students arrived 
On-campus. They found, to their 
horror, that their living quarters for 


the first three to four weeks of the 


semester would be in a two-person 
bedroom with three people. 
Redeemer’s Administrative 
Council (Rev. DeBolster, Dr. Cooper, 
Dr. Kranendonk, Mr. Smouter, and 
Dean Kors), upon student prodding, 
decided on Wednesday, Sept 28, that 
some form of compensation was due. 
After a Student Life meeting with the 
Administrative Council, the 
following ideas came up: financial 
compensation, free Tiger Cat football 
tickets and free admission to the 
Stained Glass Concert Series. 
Administrative Council rejected these 
ideas and it was decided microwaves 
would te purchased for all the 
dorms. The microwaves were 
purchased on Thursday, Sept 29 and 
the following Friday. 
THE FALL-OUT: 

On Wednesday, Oct 12, Rev. 

DeBolster announced the microwave 
award package at the communal 
meal. At the time the students 


applauded the gesture, but upon 
reflection some questions were 
raised. 


Where did the money come from 
to purchase the microwaves? Were 
students correct in expecting 
compensation? Did the 
Administrative Council give the 
students an appropriate settlement? 

THE DAY AFTER: 

Irene Slofstra could not say it 
enough. "The gesture of the 
microwaves was Administration’s 
way of saying a big thank-you, and 
we appreciate your patience during 
this inconvenience." Irene continues 
"I’ve heard nothing but positive 
remarks about the gift." 

The sole purpose of this purchase 
was to reward everyone for their 
patience while the dorms were being 
finished. Twenty-six of the 
thirty-seven dorms who were 
directly "put out" will also be served 
« real by the Administration. 

"I really hope these microwaves 
were a donation," emphasized senior 
student Gred Linnell. The "nukes" 
were purchased on sale for one 
hundred dollars each (one was free 
because of Canadian Tire money). "I 
admire the generous spirit, but I 
question the wisdom behind this 


FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 


John Stegeman 


Redeemer College’s 
Student Senate Budget 
for the 1988-89 school year 


Revenues: 

Balance Forward 1 718 
Student Fees (1) 21 000 
Vending Machines (2) 760 
Interest 80 
Fines 60 
Total Revenues 23 618 
Less Expenditures: 

Yearbook (3) 6 768 
Crown (4) 5 250 
Banquet (5) 1 300 
Last Supper (6) 1 300 


Activities (7) 650 
Recreation Centre (8) 
Accounts Payable (9) 
Renumeration (10) 875 
Volunteer Committee 


a) Bursaries (11) 1 000 

b) Child Care (12) 400 

c) Transportation (13) 1 000 
Office Supplies (14) 800 
*Pre-Sem Club 250 
Minstrel (15) 400 
*Science Club | ~ 200 
*Black Box Players 180 
Miscellaneous (16) 714 
Surplus (Deficit) 000 


*As decided by last year’s Finance 
Committee, SS will not fund the various 
clubs for refreshments but will fund 
speakers, etc. 


The budget for the 1988-89 


school year has been passed by © 
Student Senate. The purpose of this 


report is to inform the students 
where their money is being spent 
and of various activities and causes 
with which Student Senate is 
involved. There is no debt from last 
year’s Student Council so there is 
more freedom with the finances, but 
we still must adhere to the budget to 
avoid a debt for next year’s Student 
Senate. 


Notes: 

1. Of the $130 Student Activity Fee 
$70 goes to Student Senate (SS). 

2. The pop machines and the snack 
machine are rented from a vending 
machine company which takes care 
of repairs and stocking the machines. 
SS receives 15% of the revenue. 


3. Over 32% of your $70 goes 
towards funding this year’s 
yearbook. The editor’s salary is paid 
by the SS for the first time instead of 
by the Administration. 

4. This year SS pays the editor of the 
Crown and the salaries of the others 
involved and helps fund the printing 
costs also. As with the yearbook , 
the editor’s salary is paid by the SS 
for the first time. 


5. The money budgeted for the 
banquet is for the hall, decorations, 


etc. The ticket price only covers the 


cost of the dinner. 


NUCLEAR WAR 


move," Greg added. 

Student Senate President Lloyd 
Rang was also of two minds with his 
opinion. Lloyd thought the 
microwaves were a super guesture 
but wondered where they fit in the 
budget. "Rev. DeBolster is aware 
that the money is tight yet made the 
decision to spend this four thousand 
dollars and I’m sure he’s prepared to 
answer for that." Lloyd concluded 
by suggesting any compensation 
package would have been expensive. 

The expense of compensation is 
highlighted in the words of two 
Redeemer professors. Profs. Byl and 
Cook felt students should have 
“pitched in" and "pulled together" in 
this matter and a reward was not 
necessary. "If compensation was 
necessary in the first place," stated 
Byl, "then Administration should 
have dialogued with students to 
reach a fair settlement." 

Ruth-Ann Dyksira, a student 
directly affected by the "mess" 
touched upon all sides of the 
argument. She thought the "ovens" 
were a super and practical gift, but 
perhaps they didn’t directly 
compensate the students most 
affected. 


6. The Communal Meal on the last 


day of school is paid for by SS. 


7. This money is for such things as 
rollerskating, transportation, coffee, 
etc. 

8. SS pays for TV rental, pool table, 
foosball and ping-pong table repair, 
and magazines for the Rec. Centre. 

9. Last year’s Student Council is still 
owing to various accounts which are 
paid out of the Balance Forward 
from last year. 

10. Token salaries for your 
hard-working, dedicated Student 
Senate members are: Prez - $150, 
Exec - $125, Members at Large - $50. 
11. SS will give our two $500 
bursaries for students who do 
volunteer work over the summer. 

12. Helps the Child Care Centre 
subsidize child care costs for 
students. 

13. The transportation costs for 
various volunteers are subsidized by 
So 

14. Includes miscellaneous office 


items and things such as typewriter 
(rm 245) supplies and repairs. All 


students may use these typewriters. 


15. The Minstrel publishes poems 


and stories written by students; it is 


now an Official student publication, 
and was budgeted money for the 
typing and printing costs of one 
issue. 

16. Various miscellaneous expenses 


are covered in this account. SS is 
still discussing what to do with some ~ 


of these funds. 


She recommended that only the 
students who had three people in 
their room should be compensated. 
"I would have preferred to have had 
money in my pocket, but I don’t 
think the school has the money on 
hand to reward us in this way." 
concluded Ruth-Ann. | 

Prof. Cook reminds those who 
feel slighted by the fact that all were 
compensated when only a few were 
affected, to read the "Parable of the 
Workers in the Vineyard," found in 
Luke 20:1-16. 

THE CONCLUSION: 

Can we file this issue under 
"you-can’t-please-everyone-all-of-the- 
time"? After all, I’d have preferred a 
talking Alf doll as my reward. Some, 
of course, cannot let it lie so easily, 
and so the fall-out continues! 


SENATE GIVEN 
50% ° 
Ike Kalu 

At press time the Student Senate 
has received only 50% of its activity 
fee from the accounting office of the 
College while Student Life and 
Athletics, the two departments that 
receive a portion of the SS fee, have 
received the full amount. 

Jane Kors, Athletics Director, 
explained that the thirty-dollar fee 
that she has been allocated has been 
budgeted to her account according to 
her September 30, 1988 statement. 
This money, thirty dollars times 
three hundred and ten students, is 
used towards purchasing and 
repairing equipment for the Athletics 
Department. This equipment 
includes squash racquets, outdoor 
volleyball nets and poles, badminton 
racquets and other items. The 
money also contributes towards the 
cost of upkeep for the soccer field 
and student workers. 

Cor Kors, head of the Student 
Life Department, confirmed that he 
also has been budgeted 100% of his 
money from the SS fee. This money 
goes towards picture ID cards, 
Intramurals, SIGI-Plus, and 
Orientation activities. 

John Stegeman, Senate Treasurer, 
said that he had spoken with Gil 
Langerek, Accountant, in the General 
Office about this issue. Senate 
receives its fees in allotments 
throughout the year as the 
accounting department collects the 
money from the year. The other 
departments have received one 
hundred percent of their portion of 
the fee because they are departments 
within the financial structure of the 
school. SS requires cash while these 
other departments require a budget 


statement adjustment. 


Lloyd Rang, SS President, has met 
with Mr Kranendonk,VPF of finance, 
to discuss this issue. 

As of press time the results of this 
discussion were not available. 
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EDITORIAL 
Growing Up 


Ross Taylor 


Students face the dilemna of not 
being high school students and not 
being considered adults. Students 
can, as Rev DeBolster said on Labour 
Day to parents, be mature or 
maturing. How should we treat 


students at Redeemer College who | 


are mature or maturing? 

_ Treatment of students requires a 
developmental approach. At times, 
responsibility needs to be given 
before it is earned. A child learning 
to walk will never be able to 
accomplish this motor skill if its 
parents hang onto it all the time. The 
child is unable to walk by itself and 
the parents must trust that it is the 
time to learn. Help and assistance 


are given as the child learns to walk | 


but the steps must be the child’s 
own. Students, too, are not always 
prepared to take on themselves 
responsibilities. They haven't 
learned to walk yet but if they are 
not given responsibility they will 
forever crawl. 


Other times students who do | 


know. how to walk find that the 
freedom that comes with mobility 
also presents dangers. Just as 
toddlers can walk up to a stove and 
pull a pot of boiling water on 
themselves, students with new 
mobility can run themselves into 
trouble more easily. Good parents, 
will teach their children about the 
dangers of boiling pots and for a 
while protect them against the 
dangers. Good parents will 
eventually, if the child has not 
listened, permit the child to learn the 
consequences of their actions. They 
will be there to bandage wounds and 
comfort spirits but they will not be 
there to keep children from feeling 
the weight of their actions. Students 
need to have expectations outlined to 
them. They need to learn to make 
responsible choices and their 
benefits. Students need to learn what 
it is to make bad choices and take 
responsibility for them. Patronizing 
parents can not always be there to 
keep them from getting burned in 
life. Good parents will be there to 


comfort them when they get hurt | 


and encourage them to go out to 
make decisions again. 

At this College there are people 
who hang onto you to keep you from 
walking and are forever trying to 
keep you from dumping hot pots on 
your head. These people usually say 
‘honour your parents’ and forget 
about not provoking their children to 
anger. 
students does not always come from 
disrespectful children. These 
emotions often arise when students 
are kept from performing their 
God-given tasks in the world. 

On the other hand there are 
many departments and people in this 
school who treat students with 
respect and trust. Students know 
that they are always held in the 
highest regard, even though they are 
not always worthy, by these people. 
The students find that their opinions 
are respected. They are treated as 
adults so that they might learn to 
become adults or because they are. 
They are given the freedom to walk 
and make responsible choices. 
Students find the people they 
interact with do not always cover up 
their mistakes and irresposibility. 
These people also know about grace 
and don’t always expect students to 
fulfil the letter of the law; rather, 
they concentrate on the spirit of the 


Anger and cynicism in | 


~ You’re late. 


OKAY, WHOS THE 
NO-MIND WHO HEAVED 
MY BROEKIE INTHE FREEZER? 


law. Shall we name these people 
and departments who treat students 
with respect and dignity? The list is 
too long to print. Let their actions 
and words tell forth their praise 
everyday. 


LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 


Mr. Louter wrote the following letter 
in an attempt to wrest several paintings 
from the CROWN. They were being 
stored in our locked room. ---ed. 


Dear Crown: 
You anti-art facists!!! Unlock the 
door to your demesne and let those 


paintings go! 


..actually the paintings inside 
have been farmed out to members of 
the artsy-fartsy division...if one of 
you guys is in the neighbourhood 
and you have a key, please release 
the two Dykstra works to our pod. 
Be sure to grovel in the appropriate 
fashion as you enter. 

| Ray Louter 


PROF QUOTES 


Compiled by David Van Belle 


Unfortunately the only quotable 
profs I have are Loney and Louter. 


Professor Loney: 
I was going to read you apoem by 


Shakespeare at this moment... .I _ 


won't, it’s only a threat. (ENG 103A) 


One professor I had was the only 


man. I knew who gave someone a 
"G". (ENG 103A) 


Ray Louter: 
What are you on, 
Nigeria time? (THR 115) 


Heard of a good prof quote? Send 
it to Dave Van Belle on the Vax 
(login id: cherokee) by November 4. 
Include the name of professor, date, 
class, and quote. 


ACADEMIC ICE 


Carl Jagt 


"Facts, I say, feed ‘em, stuff ’em, roll it 
in fact--but you’ve only got fifty 
minutes to do it-remember this is an 
in-class-essay!" So begins a 
mind-wrenching pilgrimage with 


_ your trusty Bic in one hand and scads 


of paper lying stiffly in front of you. 
You are graciously given just short of 
an hour to produce what the prof 
never gets but always expects, 
namely an A+ paper. Panic sets in as 
you try to decipher the essay 
question; mass hysteria, when you 
realize, halfway into the rough draft, 
that you’ve only fifteen minutes left. 
Hold on a second. I must have 
missed the success seminar that said 


university students are a form of 
incredibly high intelligence. And I 


cannot understand profs who nod 
their heads and wickedly smile, only 
to mash our minds for inevitable 
destruction by scheduling an 
in-class-essay, (ICE for short). Is it a 
conspiracy among the professors? Of 
course we should be able to handle it, 
after all, we are of lofty intelligence, 
(assuming we fit that norm) and 
should have no problem organizing, 
outlining, structuring, rephrasing, and 
writing a great essay! But in an 
hour? Get real. 

My objection is that, though the 
vast majority of the students may 
understand the concepts and know 
the info, ICE very rarely allows you 
to effectively prove your intellect. 
Which means one’s grades needlessly 
suffer. There may be times, when, in 
a furious release of raw energy and 
divine inspiration, you are blessed 
by writing something which makes 
Plato’s Republic pale in comparison. 
But as the acronym implies, ICE 


- seldom produces anything with fire 


and gusto, especially when the prof 
slaughters the work because of some 
little mistake in sentence tense and 
misspelled words. Fifty minutes of 
mental frostbite writing an ICE is 
definitely not time enough to probe 
for errors; your hands and mind are 
left numb and blue after forty. Ah, 
some may Say, if you had budgeted 
your time properly you could have 
found room for such things. 
Ha!—between generating a thesis, an 
outline, the intro and conclusion-can 


one sacrifice even a handful of the 
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INTERESTING 
PHYSICS 


A 900-Newton college freshman 
wants to break the curfew without 
being detected by the RA, who is set 
on catching any and all delinquents 
that evening. Since the student’s 
room is on the second floor, he 
decides to use his bed sheets as a 
rope by which he will lower himself 
from the window. 

After some testing he finds that 
the bed sheets will support a weight 
of only 800 Newtons. What should 
be his minimum acceleration as he 
slides down in a way so that the 
sheets do not tear? Is there a way 
that he can get back into his room 
without being detected by the RA? 

Answers may be given to Wyste 
Van Dijk (PHY 115 professor, 
designer of this question) or Dean 
Kors. 

Hint - a pound is about 4.55 
Newtons and the above offense was 
committed by a student who had not. 
used all his late hours. 


precious yet cursed fifty minutes? I 
doubt it. 

ICE assumes a lot of the student; 
a positive frame of mind, no head or 
gut-aches, a fabulous talent for 
on-the-spot writing, a built-in 50,000 
word spell-checker and a grammar 
manual, enough sleep the previous 
night, facts, fact, and proof of facts, 
and missing Monday night’s ALF. 
ICE can be a chilling experience, say 
for example, a mental black-out (oh, 
how common!) or a sudden attack a 
mutant virus which decided to play 
tinker-toys with your mind. Students 
are humans, not machines. We 
unfortunately consume more than 
fifty minutes to construct the written 
piece of word our professors require. 

Give us a few weeks to crank out 
the same essay--and we'll call it fair, 
most of us will. And if this 
particular essay eats up a consid- 
erable chunk of our final mark there 
should never, ever be an ICE to 
freeze our grades. Why? 

My father has a small proverb 
hanging on a wall of his basement 
studio back home. It says, in all 
truth, "If a job is worth doing, it is 
worth doing well". Perhaps this is 
the reason why he spends so much 
time, occasionally months, to 
complete‘a single painting. And 
from what I’ve seen him do, it IS 
worth doing, and it is done well; no 
fifty-minute cramming sessions with 
this man. And I know the subject 


here isn’t painting, but writing an 


ICE. . .same difference, isn’t it? I ask 
you, can quality, let alone quantity, 
be rushed? Uh uh. Get the 
flame-thrower off the wall, fellows, 
were going out to melt some ICE. 


The CROWN is the Redeemer 
College Student Newspaper. 


Editor: Ross Taylor 
Layout: Bill Fledderus 
Advertising: Denise Bezuyen 
Typist: Helena Dryfhout 
Copy Editor: Judy van Arragon 
Cartoonist: Carl Jagt 

Masthead Design: Tim Bleeker 
Staff Advisor: Prof. Wolters 


NEWSBRIEFS 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
TAKES OFFICE 


OTTAWA (AUCC) The major challenge 
facing Canadian universities in the 
coming years will be to keep 
postsecondary education and 
research issues in the forefront of the 
national political agenda, according 
to the new executive director of the 
Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada, Dr. Claude 
Lajeunesse. 

"The extent to which Canadian 
meet the economic and social 
challenges ahead will be determined 
in large measure by the quality of 
education they receive", Dr. 
Lajeunesse said. "The AUCC will 
carry that message to political, 
industrial and labour leaders in 
Canada", he added. Dr. Lajeunesse 
assumed his new duties on 
September 1. He succeeds Dr. Allan 
K. Gillmore who served in the post 

for eight years. 


BAAH, BAAH 


The childcare centre on the Redeemer 
College campus decided at a board 
meeting to name the centre "The 
Little Lambs Childcare Centre”. Little 
Lambs is a non-profit organization 
run by parents and is not adminis- 
trated by the College. 


LIBRARY STATS 


There are 104, 500 bibliographic 
items in the library, including 78, 000 
volumes and 230 periodical titles, 
according to Dr. Cooper’s Academic 
Administration Report, September 
1988. Students last year (1987-88) 
took out an average of 63.4 items, 
which is an increase of 35.67 % over 
the previous year. 


GROOTERS AND BEAL 


Did you hear this dynamic duo last 
year? If not, ask your friends about 
them. They offer honest ministry, a 
great sense of humour, and inspiring 
piano work. Not to be missed! 
Redeemer College auditorium. 
Friday, Nov. 4 at 10:30. $4.00 
admission ($2 for students). 


UNITED NATIONS 
DAY 


Interested in world peace? Go by 
the old McMaster Main Gymnasium 
on Monday, Oct. 24 at 11:30, and you 
can hear what Billy Graham has to 
say on the topic. 


SPEAKING OF ... 


What’s happening with the Crusade? 
Well, it’s happening from Oct. 26-30. 
Wednesday to Saturday it starts at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 4:00 p.m. 
and it lasts for about an hour and a 
half. Leave your wallet at home,} 
because all seats are free. Bring an 
unsaved person if you can. For more 
information, call the Crusade Office 
at 574-1988. 


MIXED FEELINGS ABOUT DONATION PLAN 


Irene Bom 


Staff and faculty were given a 4.5 
percent cost-of-living allowance this 
summer. In addition to that, they 
were given an increment. The 
increment was a fixed sum given to 
each staff member and was based on 
the projected enrolment for 
September. The lower a staff 
member was on the pay scale, the 
larger the percentage of the 
increment he received. 

Faced with a deficit of about $553 
000, the administration met with the 
staff and faculty, presented the 
problem, and asked for assistance. 
The staff and faculty agreed to 
streamline the budgets for each 
department and also to make 
donations from their salaries. A 
guideline was given for the 
donations, in which 1.5 percent was 
suggested. Those who had already 
tied up the money in other 
commitments could speak to Dr. 
Kranendonk. 

In the meetings with staff and 
faculty, President DeBolster laid out 
the situation with frankness and 
assured the staff and faculty that 
salary cuts "were a last, last resort.” 
Suggestions were solictited. The 
faculty then met separately and 
submitted a proposal which 
suggested, among other things, that 
the salary increases of the summer 
had been premature. 

The Annual Report of 1988-89 
budgets $2.8 million dollars for 
salaries and benefits. Based on the 
1.5% donation plan, over $42 000 
was received from the staff. Mr. 
DeBolster and Mr. Smouter were 
unwilling to release the exact figures. 

Reactions to the request for 
donations among staff and faculty 
are not unanimous, but all those 
interviewed expressed a genuine 
spirit of cooperation and concern for 
the well-being of the College. 

Prof. John Byl echoes the general 
sentiment among the staff and 
faculty when he says that the raise 
was given prematurely, but that 


now, after the mistake has been | 


made, we should help each other 
out. Byl feels that the administration 
was reasonable about the whole 
thing, and that the dialogue with the 
administration was healthy. He 
points out with a smile that, after all, 
"it was good intentions that got them 


_ into trouble in the first place." Byl 


said that the existing faculty was 
aware when their contracts were 
signed that their salaries were 
dependant on enrollment. About the 
decision to request donations from 
the staff and faculty, he says, "I feel 
that the decision made was a good 
one." | 

Dr. Henry Brouwer admits to 
having mixed feelings about the 
donation request. "On the one hand, 
the College needs the money and we 
don’t want to raise the tuition. But 
on the other hand, donations should 
not be required--they should come 
from a desire to support." | 

Prof. Koyzis views the donations 
as something that had to be done. He 
admits to not having given it much 
thought. Did he feel that it was done 
in the right way? "I suppose so." 

Staff members Ron Vanderheiden 
and Ted Vellinga speak positively 
about the donation requests. ‘I 
appreciated the meeting that we had, 
the open spirit. I suppose that they 
could have asked for the raises back, 
but they didn’t, and I appreciate that. 
The College does the best it can for 
its employees, and this was very 
evident--to me, anyways." 

"The deficit this year just means 
that I have to turn every dime over 
fifteen times instead of the former 
eleven times,” jokes Ted Vellinga. “I 
felt no pressure at all. The whole 
thing was done out of concern for 
Redeemer College and out of love for 
Christian education. You work and 
feel as family here. Redeemer means 


much more than an employer like 


GM because Redeemer is a Christian 
institution." 
A professor who asked not to be 


FIND OUT — 
WHERE 


YOURE GOING 


BEFORE YOU 
GET THERE. 


With SIG] PLUS computerized career planning you can 
find out key facts on hundreds of professions. You can 
check salaries and employment opportunities, find out the 
skills you need. You can even get samples of different kinds 
of resumes to write. See what’s waiting for you out there. 
Stop in at your counselor's office now. 
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4 COMPUTERIZED 


identified questioned this positive 


attitude. "Sure, it’s supposed to be a 


Christian community, but how deep 
does it go when it comes to finances? 
Sacrifice is a word that we hear a 
lot, but in this case it’s an easy way 
out. I can see why they did what 
they did (giving increases based on 
projections) but it’s too dangerous. 
We’ve got to stop living in 
futureland. After you’ve got the 
money, you spend it. It’s easier that 
way and a lot more honest." 

For Prof. Ray Louter, it could not 
have happened at a worse time. With 
a new baby, a new home in 
Hamilton, and down to one income, 
he said, the staff raise "has the 
potential to create resentment 
because people structure their lives 
around their expected salary. There 
was a moral constraint to give back 
what was not ours [the increment] in 
the first place. 

"We're disappointed, wee angry, 
but at the same time let’s not get 
hung up on it. We need to say, This 
is what happened, let’s never let this 
happen again. It’s bad that people 
feel that they can’t talk about it. We 
need to air it, and then let it blow 
over." Louter expressed some fear 
that salary increases would become 
linked to enrolment. About those 
who make decisions, Louter said 
simply, "They’re human and they 
make human mistakes." 

President DeBolster, when the 
CROWN spoke to him on Friday, 
Oct.14, was warm and enthusiastic 
about the response of the staff and 
faculty: "They were most willing to 
contribute. They came through 
beautifully." He did not release the 
percentage amount of the salary 
increases or of the suggested 
donation. Bill Smouter said that they 
had had "virtually 100 percent” 
participation and that they actually 
received slightly more than their 
target amount. Several professors 
mentioned that this is a clear 
example of the "good spirit" that 
surrounds the College. 


YOUR LETTERS 


YES! You can have your letter 
printed here. Just drop "The 
Crown" a line on the Vax or slide 
your letter under the Publications 
Room door (241B). 

Deadline for the November 4 
issue is this Wednesday October 26 
at 4:00pm. Hurry before it’s too 
late. 


DUTCH 
TOKO 


European Imports 


54 Wilson St. W. 
‘Country Fair Plaza 
Ancaster 648-5339 


661 Upper James 
Mountain Plaza Mall 
Hamilton 383-2981 


118 Wyndham St. N. 
Guelph 822-4690 
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"WHO AM I SITTING IN THIS CHAIR?" 


An Interview with President 
DeBolster | 
Michael John Kooy — 


The lifestory of our President, Rev. 


Henry DeBolster, is a tender melange 
of both painfully frightening events 
and periods of incredible peace and 
pleasure. Tying all this together, 
however, is a strong Christian faith. 
He has experienced war, unem- 
ployment, and the nearness of death 
while having the support of his wife 
and five children. Today he takes 
incredible delight in his job as 
President of Redeemer College. 


HOLLAND 

Born in 1927, Henry DeBolster spent 
his early life in Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands. He became heavily 
involved in the work of the 
Resistance during the German 
occupation (1940-45) while still a 
teenager. The tremendous tragedy of 
this war was strongly felt by 
DeBolster when in March 1945, his 
only brother was killed by the 
Germans, only months before the 
Allies ended the occupation. 
(Because it is indeed long and 
interesting, this point of the 
President’s life will be covered in a 
future article. . . look for it!—ed.) 

Given the chance to study, 
DeBolster chose to attend a trade 
school in place of an academic 
institution. He worked for several 
years before he decided to go to 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


"Cou try 
Platter” 


nn 
RESTAURANT 


Corner of Southcote Road and Hwy. §3, 


Ancaster, Ontario 


416-648-5031 


| Aountry-Style- 


OPEN YEAR ‘ROUND! 


‘= Mon. to Thurs. - 9am. til8pm 
Fri. - 9am til 9pm, Sat - 9am tilgpm 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 


APPLES - by kg. or 1/2 Bu. 


~ YUKON GOLD 
POTATOES 


Cider, Donuts and nuggets 


6S 
Market (2? 


SWEET APPLE CIDER - by the glass or bottle 


Tantalize yourself with freshly baked delights 


Apple pie - regular or crumbly crust. 


Blueberry, Cherry and Pumpkin Pies, Homemade Butter tarts, 
muffins, turnovers and cookies. 


EXPELLED 
On a student visa, DeBolster enrolled 
in the Protestant Reformed Seminary 
in Grand Rapids where he studied 
for two years under Rev. Henry 
Hicksema. These were exciting years 
of debate. The "two Hanks", as they 
were referred to, disagreed 
vehemently about the nature of the 
covenant, DeBolster arguing that the 
gospel promises one for all people, 
not simply the elect. Because of his 
tenacity in this matter, DeBoister 
was censured by the Protestant 
Reformed Church and refused a 
preaching licence; he was expelled. 

Looking back on this today, Rev. 
DeBolster does not regret his 
decision to retain his own ideas. In 
fact, in 1956, he notes that half of the 
Protestant Reformed Churches 
decided to join the Christian 
Reformed denomination. 


UNEMPLOYED 

"This was a hard time for us,” Rev. 
DeBolster says sadly. In 1952, with 
his wife, he decided to immigrate to 
Canada and they settled in Chatham. 
Henry DeBolster was one of 
hundreds of immigrants in that area 
looking for work where none could 
be found. This lasted for more than 
a year until a job opportunity in 
Hamilton brought the couple to this 
area. Between 1953 and 1958, 
DeBolster worked for Stelco and 
Algoma Steel. 


CALL TO THE MINISTRY 


2 Throughout most of his life, 


DeBolster felt a personal calling to 
become a pastor. He decided to 


| begin studying again at a seminary, 


and in 1958-59 he attended the Knox 


College of the Presbyterian Church, 


in Toronto. The following year the 
family moved to Grand Rapids. 


JERUSALEM 
Already more than 30 years old, 
DeBolster enrolled in Calvin College 


g to complete his undergraduate 
| degree and to begin his seminary 


programme. — 
At one point, unbeknownst to the 
registrars of the college and the 
seminary, he was taking eight 
courses at once and working five 
nights a week and Saturday. While 
talking to him about this time, one 
can see that he remembers it fondly 
despite the frustrations and the 
exhaustions. Nevertheless he 


remarks carefully, "I don’t think I’ve 
had as good an education as you 
people have." 

CHOOSING OF A PRESIDENT 
Upon finishing seminary in 1962, 
DeBolster first became a Christian 
Reformed pastor in Brampton, then 
Calgary, and finally of Maranatha. 
CRC in St. Catharines. It was in St. 
Catherines during the economic 
boom of 1975 that the idea of an 
Ontario Christian university began to 
be realized. Rev. DeBolster was 
heavily involved in the planning and 
development of this college, yet 
never did he seriously consider 
running for the presidency of it. In 
fact, he was chairman of the 
committee looking for candidates for 
the presidency. 

In the summer of 1981, DeBolster 
remembers Rev. Banting (of 
Bowmanville CRC), another member 


SMOGGERY 


Carine Oussoren 


Driving from my home in the 
Kawartha’s to Metropolitan Toronto 
during one of those stifling summer 
weekends when thousands were 
heading the opposite way, I was 
wotried and discouraged again when 


| I drove into the brown layer of filthy 


smog. 

Throughout the summer none of 
us could help but become more 
aware of the desperate state our 
planet is in, with regard to air, water, 
and land pollution. Several times 
the pollution count was twice or 
even three times the acceptable level 
in Canada’s Golden Horseshoe". We 
have all heard the sort of conse- 
quences smog has on one’s health, 
and the lack of ozone layer on our 
and our children’s Earth. 

During those abnormally hot and 
grimy months in Toronto, a world 
conference was held there called "The 
Changing Atmosphere." The 
Saturday Star of August 13 reported 
what the future holds if the ozone 
layer depletes, according to the 
scientists gathered at the 
MetroCentre: (1) weakening immune 
systems; useless vaccinations; (2) 
more respiratory diseases; (3) spread 
of insect-borne infectious diseases; 
(4) 1 % drop of crop yields for every 
1 % less ozone layer; (5) larger 
deserts, higher sea level. 

Lester Grant, director of the 
environmental criteria office of the 
U.S. government, stresses that these 
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of the committee, having said, 
“Henry, we as a committee must 
confess that we have met once 
without you and we have decided to 
ask for your resignation as chairman 
of the committee. You have been 
nominated as President". DeBolster’s 
initial reaction was a feeling that he 
was in no way qualified to have such 
a high academic position. "It never 
dawned on me that I would become 
President,” he says emphatically, 
"Never. Never. And I don’t think 
anybody else thought it either." 

Nevertheless, when the Board of 
Governors elected the President in 
June, 1981, DeBolster accepted the 
postion, but with "fear and 
trembling". Although he often does 
not feel up to such a task, he sees 
this position as a calling, and 
therefore says, "If I’ve been called, I'll 
receive the strength.” 


things may never come to pass if 
industries and individuals turn the 
situation around. "We have to pay 
attention," he says, "start walking 
instead of driving short distances, 
stop turning down the air 
conditioners (thermostats) so low." 
Alex Chisholm, of Canada’s 
Atmospheric Environmental Service, 
points out that Canada is adding 6 to 
7 percent of the fluorocarbons to the 
atmosphere each year." Ninety 
percent of all fluorocarbons ever 
manufactured are still sitting in the 
atmosphere," he says. 

International cooperation is 
required to clean up the world, 
according to Grant. This is already 
beginning to happen. Industries are 
becoming more aware of and using 
less harmful chemicals; fast-food 
chains will no longer use styrofoam 
products. Certain chemical products | 
have become illegal in Canada. _ 

Individuals are also asked to 
consciously rethink their "throw- 
away’ habits. We at Redeemer 
College are also part of those 
"individuals". Do we waste 
electricity by leaving, the heating 
thermostat at 22 degrees all night? 
Do we have unnecessary lights on in 
the dorms and in the school 
building? Chisholm points out in 
the star interview that "we have to 
(start acting responsible now); w 
have no choice." | 


WOMEN’S SOCCER REPORT 


Sanya Dykstra 


At 8:00 a.m. on the morning of 
september 30, the Women Royals 
soccer Team left for Windsor. We 
were heading for a qualification 
tournament. We all managed to 
Squeeze into the van with our 
belongings, a couple of coolers, and 
equipment. It was quite cozy but 
comfortable and it provided an 
excellent opportunity to get to know 
the "real" people on the team. 
Annette and Anita provided the 
entertainment at first but pretty soon 
they had Val, Betty and Lisa going 
too. We don’t know if coaches 
Haveman and Spoelstra knew what 
they were getting into but they were 
in, and there was no getting out. 

We got to St. Clair at about 11:00. 
Then we headed for our luxurious 
hotel-The Journey’s End-to change 
and stretch a bit. We headed back 
soon enough though. Our first game 
was at 1:00 against St. Clair. As the 
coaches were attending a meeting, 
everyone else warmed up and got 
taped up. 

We started our first game with 
good hope. Well, sigh, at the end of 
the game we realized we would need 
a lot better results if we were going 
to qualify for the next tournament. 
The final score was 4-1 for St. Clair 
but Cathy and Annette worked 
excellently together to get that goal. 

Our next game was at 5:00 so we 
headed back at about 4:00. We 
warmed up again and got set to play 
Seneca.. We knew they were good 
but we knew that if we played a 
good game we could win. At half 
time there was no score. Knowing 
we still had half a game to play, we 
kept the game tight but they got two 
on us anyways. Feeling that we had 
done our best, we headed back for a 


TRAGEDY STRIKES 


John Maich 


Fifteen years ago, when I was in 
desperate need of a family, God sent 
them to me. I will never forget how 
they accepted me into their midst, 
trained me in their ways, and taught 
‘me how to depend on Someone else. 
The years of training were filled with 
many hurts and pains but through it 
all they stood by me, urging me 
onward. I will never forget the 
smiles on their faces as they watched 
me leave the nest to pass my 
wisdom on to others. 

They always welcomed me back 
when I needed their reassurance or 
the safety of their arms. 

I never considered them to be 
perfect but I loved them all the same, 
even though we disagreed on issues 
affecting our family life. Through all 
the arguments and trials I never 
stopped loving them and I couldn’t 
bear to see them hurt. I defended 
my family against those that insulted 
it and I took the pain and insults as 
if they were mine alone. They were 
not perfect but they were my family. 
Flesh and blood does not hold a 
family together; love does. 

This summer I was leading a 
group of children down a shallow 
river when I heard the news. I was 
shocked at first and I cried. My 
family was facing the most difficult 
trial ever. A rift was tearing through 
our bonds of love and the rift 
showed no sign of being healed. 
Slowly and subtly my family was 
dying. 

My family is the United Church 
of Canada and you can laugh and 


nice warm shower. 
At 8:00 we all got back into the 


van and headed to Boston Pizza. 


What a meal that was. Jokes and 


stories about Randy were shared as | 


we waiting for our meal. When we 
were done, we bought some snack 
food and headed back. After 
devotions, everyone went to their 
rooms and watched T.V. Most of us 
Slept quite well. Randy had a bit of 
trouble and gave Bill a little scare, 
but other than that everything was 
fine. 

On Saturday morning we headed 
downstairs to the Golden Griddle 
for breakfast. Our first game was at 
1:30 so we had lots of time for a 
relaxing breakfast. After we ate, we 
all packed our stuff together and 
piled into two rooms for an extra 
hour and 15 mind. After getting a 
bit psyched up for the game, we 
headed out. We played Lambton 
and at half time there was no 
score--again. And at the end of the 
game, the score was 3-0 for Lambton. 
This third loss disqualified us from 
the Kingston tournament. However 
we still had one game scheduled to 
play. 

This final game was going to be 
ours. We were determined to win. 

We started the game with a bang 
and Annette finally got the break we 
had been waiting for. At half time 
the score was still 1-0, but we 
weren't going to let this lead get to 
us. We kept up the tight game and 
finished the game with our first win. 

We travelled home safely and 


_ then everyone relaxed. Our season 


is over but we felt like we’d played 
our best. Unfortunately we didn’t 
win when we needed to but 
everyone felt good about the season. 


snicker if you want but I have a 
point to make. All churches are part 
of Christ’s body and when one part 
suffers we all suffer. If you think 
that the problems of the United 
Church do not concern you then read 
Ezekiel 3:12-21. 

I am hearing a lot of judgement 
now, but where was your voice 
before the decision was made? 

The decision of the United 
Church has caused a lot of problems 
but how many critics actually 
understand what decision was 
made? The decision of the United 
Church’s 32nd General Council was 


‘that: 1)Membership in the United 


Church is available to all people who 
will love and follow Christ and 2) 
Any member of the congregation is 
available to seek ordination. 

I myself, as a delegate, voted to 
defeat any motions or petitions 
sponsoring homosexual activity. A 
number of good, solid, beautiful 
Christian people did but we were in 
the minority. The minority was hurt 
by the outcome. Some were hurt in 
such a way that they could not stay 
in this church. Other people, like 
myself, have stayed, with the intent 
to fight the decision. In this battle of 
morals, beliefs, and faith Satan won. 
He put a rift in my family that each 
day drives us further apart. The 
United Church was born in 
adversity, thrived in adversity, and 
we will survive adversity. Adversity 
exacts a hefty price, though. 

The next time you hear of an 
event in the United Church 


MEN’S SOCCER 


Derrick Vreugdenhil 


Well, well, well, another week of 
Royals Soccer has come and gone 
and. . .unfortunately, we have one 
more loss behind us, making a total 
of three. These losses were most 
generously handed to us by 
Fanshawe, Conestoga and George 
Brown College by margins of 4-1, 1-0 
and 3-1 respectively. For those of 
you fans who came out to watch, 
you had the opportunity to see some 
good soccer being played. We were 
always in contention for a win 
during these games, but alas, in each 
game our energy ran out before the 
clock did. 

This week our season ends---we 
have only two more games left. 
We’ve been playing around with the 


remember the minority that was 
defeated. See the issue from both 
sides. Don’t judge, label, or 
condemn us; have mercy on your 
Christian brothers who make 
mistakes. Christ compels us to be 
compassionate and to love the 


unlovable. Talk to your brothers in 


times of difficulty. When we 
dialogue we find answers to our 
questions. | 

Rev. Dowden of Bowman- 
Bethesda pastoral charge will discuss 
the decision of the 32nd Council with 
any interested parties. Those 


interested contact John Maich at 36. 


€ 
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| $4 off pizza 


wee 


| PIZZA SPECIAL 

| $2 off extra large with 3 toppings or more | 

| $1 off large with 2 toppings or more 
ZOO’S ANCASTER | 

| valid ‘till April 30 with Student Card 

| not to be used with any other special offer 


come eee ees ‘ie aie, facia: Somes anne 


When you order 2 extra large pizzas with 3 
toppings or more on each | 
| ZOO’S ANCASTER | 
| valid ‘till April 30 with Student Card | 
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competition far too long, its time to 
drop the bomb and go out in a blaze 
of glory. Its time to show no mercy. 

Seriously now. . .we as a team 
have been playing well compared to 
other years and with a little 
determination and agressiveness (not 
to mention the wind at our backs) 
we expect to end the season on a 
winning note and keep things that 
way until next year. 


PRE-SEMS 
ON THEIR KNEES 


Derrick Vreugdenhil 


By the way, for those of you who 
wondered why the soccer team was 


“walking around last Thursday with 


their heads held high. . .was because 
the night before our team had won 
our second unofficial game of the 
season. That's right. | 

It happened against the 
“Diakonia" boys (the pre-sem faction 
of Redeemer) which also explains 
why the briefcase-toters were 
limping and mumbling around 
campus. The final score against 
these old-timers was 6-3 and it could 
have been worse if we had decided 
not to "toy" with them. 

Maybe next year, if they recruit 
some younger rookies, they may be 
able to face the challenge. And we 
are sorry if some of you are still 
feeling the bruises and rubbing sore. 
muscles, but you guys tend to bring 


out the worst in us. 


ZOO ON 


[ DORM SPECIAL | 


Four free Pepsi's 


ZOVCON 


ZOO’s is on 240 Wilson St. E. 
648-0333 
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THE QUESTION 
Stephen De Boer 


What is Arminianism anyway? What 
is Calvinism really all about? Should 
we or should we not take part in the 
Billy Graham Crusade? These 
questions have crossed the minds of 


many students during the last few | 


weeks. Let’s answer them and see if 
we can_ detect the differences 
between Calvinism and Armini- 
anism. 

The Arminian theology states 
that Jesus Christ died for all men. It 
is now up to each individual to 
accept Christ or reject Him. By this 
decision, the individual decides his 
own destiny. If the person chooses 
Christ, he will gain salvation. If the 
person rejects Christ, he will go to 
hell. Arminianism places the empha- 
sis on each person’s decision to 


choose for or against Christ. Sounds 


_ good, right? Let’s look at Calvinism. 

Calvinism teaches that salvation 
is by sheer grace through faith. It is 
a gift of God. God chooses for 
Himself who will become heirs to 
His kingdom. As we choose Christ 
as personal Saviour, we soon realize 
through one of the great mysteries of 
the faith, that He chose us first. 
Calvinism places the emphasis on 
God choosing us. Now I must 
confess that these two summaries do 
not cover all the differences between 
Arminianism and Calvinism, but it is 
as close as I can come to the main 
difference and still remain brief. | 
will not deal with some of the other 
sound doctrines, such as original 
Sin or the rest of the T.U.L.LP. 
which Arminians have trouble with. 
I would rather just point out the 
importance of knowing what we 
believe, especially with the Crusade 
coming up. 

Why is it so important for us to 
know what we believe? Simple! 
How can you defend the faith if you 
do not know what you are talking 
about? Knowing that we believe also 
makes us more able to identify one 
of Satan’s favourite tools; a false 
doctrine. He uses it to trouble 
believers so that they spend time 
arguing among themselves instead of 
going into all the world spreading 
God’s good news. This arguing is 
also used by Satan to turn off 
would-be-believers. 

God uses Billy Graham as His 
own tool to bring the good news to 
lost sinners and Mr. Graham is 
especially effective since he 
down-plays this arguing and 
presents the world with Jesus Christ 
who is their only hope for salvation. 
This kind of confrontation is 
important since those who hear the 
message must now at least begin to 
think about Christ and what He has 
done for them. : | 

But now what if Billy Graham is, 
as some might say he is, a teacher of 
false doctrine? What if Billy 
Graham’s only reason for preaching 
was to lead us away from the truth? 
How then, should we react? Do you 
know that the Bible teaches us about 
dealing with teachers of false 
doctrine? How are we to treat them? 
Well, we must lovingly try to show 
them the error of their ways and 
_bring them to the truth. If they see 
their error, as shown to them by the 
scriptures, and turn to the truth, well 
and good! But what if they, like 
Arminius and his followers, refuse to 
change and instead cling to their 
own false doctrine? What does the 
Bible say to do? II John states that 
we are to cut them off, not receive 


them into our house, do not even 
greet them! So can you guess what 
happened at the Synod of Dort? 

Arminius and his followers, upon 
their refusal to see their own errors 
or change their beliefs, were told (if 
in anger, in righteous anger), to take 
their theology and get out. It was 
the birth of an inter-denominational 
gap. 

The question now before us is 
whether or not we should cross this 
inter-denominational gap in order to 
take part in the Billy Graham. 
Crusade. Is Billy Graham one of the 
"deceivers" John is talking about in II 
John? I do not think so, but if Billy 
Graham were to demand us to 
renounce the sound biblical doctrine 
found in our beloved creeds, which 
although they are not equated with 
scripture yet based on scripture, 
what would you say? Then we 
could not take part. However, Billy 
Graham is not asking us to renounce 
our creeds, nor is he demanding that 
we embrace the Arminian theology, 
with or without its Calvinistic 
flavour. I believe it is possible to 
take part in the Crusade with a clear 
conscience but we must also exercise 
some Calvinistic caution. We do 
not have to bridge all inter- 
denominational gaps in order to play 
a role in the Crusade. These gaps 
are there for a reason. Remember 
the Synod of Dort. We should not 
have to regret standing up for the 
truth. If only the Arminians would 
realize the truth found in Ephesians 
2:8-9 which says: "For it is by grace 
that you have been saved through 
faith; and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God, not by works so 
that no one can boast." By these two 
verses alone, Arminianism is sunk! 
If Arminians would acknowledge 
these verses as truth, the gap could 
then and only then begin to be 
bridged. Until this happens, we 
must be loving, kind, even give our 
cooperation in a Billy Graham 


Crusade, but at the same time we 


must be fully aware of the flaws in 
Arminianism theology. The best 


way for us to be aware of flaws in 


any theology is to know what it is 
that we believe. When we approach 
the Crusade out of love for our 
neighbour and pity for the lost, it 
will be a wonderfully good thing for 
God’s kingdom. It is my prayer that 
there will indeed be much rejoicing 
in heaven after the Crusade is over. 


Not because Billy Graham was so. 


great, but because our great God is 
so good. 
This whole issue candidly 
reminds me of the ABC Laundry 
Detergent commercial on T.V. where 
a set of identical twins are both 
wearing crisp, clean, white dress 
shirts and are asking each other: "I 
can’t see the difference. Can you see 
the difference?" When Arminian 
theology is placed beside Calvinistic 
theology, we should not have to ask 
each other: Can you see a difference? 
In the light of God’s word, the 
difference is plain to see. 


_ Lloyd Rang 


I grew up ina Christian Reformed 
home. I lived in a small Southern 
Ontario town with a large Reformed 
community. The town has a church, 
a Christian grade school, and many 
Christian businesses. I lived there for 
six years, and went for four of those 
years to a Christian high school. I 
was not myself a Christian. I 
graduated from high school for four 
years and went to Redeemer for four 
years thereafter. Now, you might 
suspect that coming to Redeemer 
changed. my life and I gave myself 
over to the Lord. Not so. I went here 
another three years before I really 
became a Christian. 

Ultimately I have no one to 
blame but myself. God had seen fit 
to station me in a Christian 
environment and I had seen fit to 
ignore it. Circumstances, however, 
eventually forced me to a real 
decision. What scares me is that it 
didn’t have to happen that way. 

In John 8 there’s an account of a 
confrontation between the Jews and 
Christ in which Jesus tells them to 
follow him and be made free. They 
counter: "We are descendants of 
Abraham, and we have never been in 
bondage to anyone." Each time that 
Jesus confronts them with the reality 
of their sin and their need for 
salvation, they piously state "We are 
children of Abraham." | 

Often, this is where I think the 
Reformed community falls down, 
too. We nurture our children in 
Christian homes, send them to 
Christian grade schools, high schools 
and then to Redeemer or Calvin. 
From here we send them out in 
Christian service and retire them in 
Christian retirement homes. We 
embrace them from cradle to grave 
in a covenant of grace, in the faith of. 
their fathers. In such a system, it is 
possible to give all the proper 
answers, to say the confessions, to 
sing the hymns, to pray the prayers 
without ever becoming committed to 
any of it. If we give the proper 


- answers along the way, there is. 


nothing to distinguish the 
whitewashed sepulchres from the 
cathedrals. What binds them 
together is not the love of Christ, but 
the love of community. I suspect that 
there are more of these nominal 
Christians in our circles than we are 
willing to admit. 

How do we know this? Again, in 
John 8 Christ says in verse 37: " I 
know that you are Children of 
Abraham; yet you seek to kill me 


because my word finds no place in. 


you." Later on he says: "You are of 
your father the devil". Strong words. 
Christ means that though all Jews 
were children of Abraham, some 
owed their first allegiance to the 
devil since in their hearts they were 
slaves to sin. Now my question 
arises: We may all be living under 
the covenant, but are we children of 


God? Non-Christians can benefit 


from the Christian community and 
have their hearts outside it. 

What do we do? I think its a 
question of reevaluating our 
approach. Rather than assume that 
everyone who has given the right 
answers to the questions of faith are 
Christians, challenge them. So often 
in Young Peoples’ discussion groups 
there are "right answers" to 
questions rather than true treatment 
of the issue. Youth leaders shouldn't 
be afraid to issue challenges. It’s easy 
to say in discussion, for example, 
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| WHOSE CHILDREN LIVE HERE? 


that Christian School are the best 
place for students, but then ask the 
question "are those not attending 
worse Christians?" I’ve actually 
heard Christian young people say 
"Christian rock is bad because rock 
music is bad" in discussions at 
Young Peoples’ Society. These same 
individuals are the same ones that go 
out to their cars for a smoke-break, 
light up, and show their friends their 
new (secular) tapes. Clearly an 
example of having the words and not 
the commitment. I once actually 
heard a fellow from my home church 
brag about how easy it was to stay 
unnoticed in church by saying the 
right things. 

There are no easy solutions to a 
problem of this sort. The first step to 
finding a way to get these people 
conscious is to change our approach. 
Let’s stop assuming our friends are 
saved. When we see evidence of true 
faith lacking, let’s get in there and 
deal with it. This should be a part of 
our Christian struggle. Let’s reclaim 
the kids (and adults) of the covenant 
from the devil. If we can’t do that, 
we can't possibly be expected to take 
on the world. 


A FAIRY TALE? 


Ross Taylor 


Once upon a time there was a young 
lad who came to speak to some wise 
old men about the joy that God had 
shown him in Christ. He told them 
that God had said in His word that 
He always works things out for the 
good that loved Him. He shared 
from his heart. Being young and 
new to the faith, not everything he 
said came from the wisdom and 
maturity that comes from sitting for 
decades at the feet of the master or 
from years of life’s journey. Not — 
everything he said was cloaked in 
language that these wise old men 
would understand and not take 
offense at. 

His youth and inexperience shone 
through but most knew that this 
young lad was someone who knew 
the joy of Christ. At the beginning 
of the talk the young lad read the 
story of the ten lepers. All of these 
outcasts in the story were healed by 
God of a terrible condition. Only 
one of the lepers thanked Jesus for 
what he had done. The other nine 
walked off. 

Some of the wise old men in the 
audience that day complained about 
theological errors, snickered about 
such outward expressions of 
emotion, thanked God that they did 
not worship with such people 
normally and wondered if such a 
faith was valid. The wisest among 
the wise thanked God for the 
salvation he had wrought in all their 
hearts and went to speak to the 
young lad. They said to him, "We 
too share your joy. Our ways and 
our language and our pasts are 
different but we share the same 
Lord." He was thankful that he was 
welcomed and accepted into their 


fellowship and he went with the 
wisest of the wise and learned from 
them. They taught the young lad 
much about the God who was 
sovereign over the good times and 
the bad and because the wise old 
men were humble they even learned 
from this child. They became good 
friends, almost like brothers, and 
they lived eternally ever after. 


THE MAN BEHIND THE PICTURE 


Dick Kievit 


Lately, with a mere five minutes 
between classes, you may often have 
found yourself frantically running 
through the halls. However, it might 
be time to heed the beckoning calls 
from the paintings on exhibition and 
to linger around in the gallery a bit. 
You will find that Mr. Buwalda’s 
paintings, which will be on 
exhibition at Redeemer until 
November 16, proves a refreshing 
return to realistic art after the rather 
depressing modern art displayed last 
year. 

Art--says Mr. Buwalda, 
interviewed on October 12--is not 
only a matter of what your hands are 
able to do but also what your eyes 
can do. And so, even though Mr. 
Buwalda’s paintings are evidence of 
a rich talent, he insists that every 
artist needs some training to be able 
to perceive colour and perspective in 


nature. Mr. Buwalda, who only 
paints as a hobby, finds that his 
program at Famous Artists School in 
Westport, Connecticut has been very 
beneficial to his art. 

Mr. Buwalda restricts himself 
mostly to painting landscapes as 
well as some still-life. He has 
traveled much throughout Ontario 
but due to his having lived in this 


area ever since he emigrated from. 


Holland in 1951, oné will find many 
familiar images in his paintings. 
Only seldom will he do portraits 
(and never by commission) for, 
explains Mrs. Buwalda, human 
nature is such that people always 
think they are better looking than in 
fact they are. 

The challenge in painting 
landscapes is to capture the mood 
and feeling of a particular setting in 
season. It is no wonder then that it 
may take years before a painting has 


"matured" in the head. Only when 
he is perfectly clear in his mind as to 
what the finished product should 


look like and what its mood should 


be, will this artist be confident 
enough to pick up the brush. Other 
paintings have had to sit for years 
before just the right finishing touches 
could be added. 

Mr. Buwalda is grateful for his 
artistic gifts. He started painting 
after his marriage in 1936, and ever 
since then it has been a rewarding 


_ hobby. The concentration required 


in painting provided a welcome 
escape from life’s pressures when he 
worked as a real estate broker. Even 
though he is now retired and lives at 
St. Elizabeth Villa (Hwy 53 at Garth), 
Mr. Buwalda continues to paint in 
his garage-studio. As one of his 
neighbours told him, it is his 
obligation to God to continue to use 
his talents so that others can enjoy 
his paintings. 

It’s a great pieacuns to Mr. 
Buwalda to be able to exhibit his art 
work in the Redeemer College 
gallery. In past years, he has 
exhibited his works at Mohawk 
College as well as works at Hamilton 


Place. From the latter, he proudly | 


pulls out a letter stating that "his 
successful show was one of the most 
popular we’ve had." The most 
rewarding part of painting to him is 
to know that his artwork is 
appreciated by people. 

So, before you all rush home, 
stop by in the gallery and take in the 
wonder of Mr. Buwalda’s paintings. 
And when you are standing before 
"The Stillness of the Winter Woods," 
allow yourself to be drawn into the 
picture and to sense the wonder of 
God's good creation. 


THE BROUWER 
BROTHERS AND 
ANDRE KNEVEL 


Anita Broekema 


On Thursday evening, October 
13, the Redeemer College auditorium 
slowly began to fill. The audience 
eagerly awaited the performance by 
the Brouwer brothers on the trumpet 
and Andre Knevel on the organ. 

The two Brouwer brothers were 
in perfect harmony. Their trumpets 
blended well to make a clean, clear 
sound which was pleasant to the ear, 
although at times there was a 
noticable slurring of the notes for a 
"jazzy" effect. Their repertoire was 
light and not too difficult. 

Andre Knevel seemed to enjoy 
improvisation of songs, since he did 
several throughout the evening. His 
rendition of "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star," was an assault to the senses 
and an insult to the intellect, though 
the organist was successful in 
showing what different things can be 


done to a simple song such as this. 


Knevel seemed to lack experience 
of our pipe organ. He appeared to 
fumble with the stops when 
changing them in midsong, holding 
one hand on the keyboard longer 
than was necessary or enjoyable for 
the listener. 

The concert was divided in half 
and performed alternately by 
trumpet accompanied by organ, and 
organ alone. It was a disappoint- 
ment for those who came to hear the 
"Brouwer brothers from Holland", to 
realize that they would perform only 
half the concert. 

Though the concert was in ways 
unprofessional, the audience apprec- 
iated the talents of the performers 


_and gave them a standing ovation. 


The concert was ended by an encore. 


BOOK NOTES 


Neil Postman. Amusin ur 


of Show Business. Penguin Books, 1987 [1985]. 


Reviewed by John Bolt 


ublic Di in the A 
$9.95. 171 pages. 


Wayne Joosse, The Chri lf-Image: Issues and Implications. 
Occasional Papers from Calvin College, 1987. $3.95. 51 pages. 
Reviewed by Theo Hoekstra 


As a corrective to modern self-image psychology, Joosse’s booklet is direct 
and to the point, yet sensitive to the problems created by low self-esteem. 
In a few easy-to-read pages he identifies the significance of low self-esteem 
and then goes on to explain the thrust of those who use the Bible to find a 
basis for a high view of self. Examples are given such as; if God in Christ 
died for us we must be valuable, or we were "crowned with glory and 
honour" (Psalm 8:5) and "fearfully and wonderfully made" (Psalm 139:14), 
or, the command to "love our neighbour as ourself" means we must love 
ourself. 

Joosse shows clearly that most of these passages are meant to show 
God's glory and grace so that we, instead of thinking about how great we 
are, will in thankfulness ask God how we can serve Him. The concern here 
is that God’s word is being used and violated to serve and support the 
modern pre-occupation with self-image. One can easily see the connection 
to the health-and-wealth power of positive thinking Christianity seen on 
T.V. Joosse makes an interesting observation that counseling in this 
manner seems to make little difference in a person’s self-esteem though it 
does in all probability add to his preoccupation with self. 

In the final paragraph, Joosse makes the key point that perhaps 
self-esteem is like happiness. The more you strive after it, the more likely it 
is to elude you, whereas if you spent your life in service to God and 
neighbour, happiness and self-esteem become by products by the grace of 
God. Seek first the kingdom. 

In my reflection on the booklet, I found myself in full agreement but 
finding the. issue unsettled. Concerning my own self-image, I can do little 
except as he suggests seek first the Kingdom. But what about the 
communal aspect, the self-image of my neighbour. It seems to me that our 
self-image is given by our community, not by teaching nearly as much as 
by the love shown. We are responsible for each other’s self-image. You 
cannot teach someone to raise his or her self-image, you can only give 
them a higher one. 


All public discourse today is taking on the form of entertainment, 
according to New York University professor of communication, Neil 
Postman. "Our politics, religion, news, athletics, education and commerce 
have been transformed into congenial adjuncts of show business. . .The 
result is that we are a people on the verge of amusing ourselves to death" 
(pp 3-4). 

Following the lead of Marshall McLuhan’s "the medium is the message," 
Postman traces the impact of shifting from a dominantly typographic 
(print) culture to the image world of electronic media. The nature of print 
as medium leads to rational, linear thought, to exposition and argument, to 
thinking conceptually, deductively and sequentially. Print, in other words, 
informs and promotes serious, reflective discourse. 

What Postman calls the "peek-a-boo world" of television, by contrast, by 
the very nature of the medium, is "uncompromisingly hostile" to such 
discourse. Flashing before us entertaining and fragmentary "images," 
television promotes incoherence and triviality. Television increasingly 
defines the form by which all information comes to us. To survive, 
teachers, preachers, journalists, and politicians feel compelled to become 

entertainers. Some even get elected as President of the United States. 

While most critics of television point to the banality of its programmes, 
to the junk food for the soul that it peddles to consumers, Postman 
disagrees. 

Television, he argues, "serves us most usefully when presenting 
junk-entertainment; it serves us most ill when it co-opts serious modes of 
discourse---news, politics, science, education, commerce, religion---and 
turns them into entertainment packages. We would all be better off if 
television got worse, not better. The A-Team and Cheers are no threat to 
our public health. 60 Minutes, Eye-witness News and Sesame Street 
are" (pp 159-60). 

The electronic medium is here to stay and Christians too need to come 
to terms with it. The technological naivete of those who argue that simply 
because it is here Christians must use the medium to spread the gospel 
needs to be challenged. The medium changes the message. While 
Postman’s argument is not new (it follows Marshall McLuhan), he presents 
it clearly (ironically, unlike McLuhan himself) and compellingly. The 
number of books that are "must" reading for Christian college students 
today (apart from text books!) is perhaps not all that large. Postman’s 
book belongs near the top of such a list. Read it! Don’t wait for the movie. 
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BALANCING: 
LOVE AND DISCIPLINE, 
FORGIVENESS AND 


CONSEQUENCE 
by R.A. Rollins 


As the Dean of Students at our 


Christian college, I received a call — 


from an angry parent whose son had 
just been expelled for disciplinary 
reasons. 

“I thought that this-was a 
CHRISTIAN college; don’t you know 
anything about grace and 
forgiveness?" As we discussed this 
issue, we wrestled with how to 
balance the need for discipline with 
the obligation to love and forgive. 
Here are some thoughts in that 
direction. | 

Are the concepts of love and 
forgiveness in some way antithetical 
to the concept of discipline? I have 
often heard Student Development 
professionals agonize over the 
difficulty of being the-one-who-loves 
_ as well as the-one-who-disciplines, 
and some have tried to separate 


those roles ("All right, I'll be the bad. 


guy, you RA’s be the relational 
caregivers"). I believe strongly that 
those roles are not antithetical, and, 
as a matter of fact, there are at least 
two good analogies where that 
tension is resolved by the good and 
the godly. 


One obvious analogy is that of 


the parent. I am not, at this point, 
looking for movement back to the "in 
loco parentis" model of student 
development in its restrictive "we’ve 
got to control these irresponsible 
kids with thee wild hormones" sense. 


But it is true that a good parent is - 


the one who is loving, caring, and 
Supportive, yet also has the 
responsibility to discipline with 
forward-looking consequences that 
teach wrong behaviour is 
non-productive. The other analogy 
is the God of all grace, who has 
forgiven those who turn to Him in 
faith, but still disciplines his children 
for their good. If we intend to be 
godly (like God) student 
development professionals, we need 
to be like God in our philosophy of 
discipline. 
90 how does this work itself out 
' in a practical sense? What about the 
student who is expelled -- is there 
any sense in which that is an 
expression of "godliness"? Yes, I 
believe there is. I often explain to 
my kids as I hand out creative 
consequences, "If I didn’t care about 
you deeply, I will consistently 
consequate wrong behaviour so that 
you will. learn not to do that." (Not 
necessarily in those words). Clever 
children (and students — and student 
development professionals, for that 
matter), with the depravity we 
inherited from Adam, who find that 
“forgiveness” replaces consequences 
for wrong behaviour, have a 
minimized motivation for correcting 
that behaviour. . 
Let me at this point stop to correct 
some potential misconceptions. It is 
possible to be harsh, restrictive, 
unflexible, and legalistic with this 
philosophy. It is possible to be a 
poor parent and and ungodly 
administrator. The Pharisees are the 
template for those who err by taking 
a good thing (the Law) to a bad 
extreme. Let’s by all means avoid 
that. But there is an important 
principle behind this philosophy of 
disciplinee: a “rule of law" is 
preferable to a "rule of men". A 
campus governed by a set of policies 
and principles (hopefully a godly set) 
is better than a campus ryled by 


people. People change their minds. 


People have hidden agendas and 


personal preferences. People play 


favourites. 

People are inconsistent in their 
enforcement of policy. Unfairness 
results. "Laws" rule fairly: no matter 
who parks in the no-parking zone, a 
freshman student or the president of 
the school, they get a just 
consequence. This is the principle 
that is supposed to rule our 
Democracy - justice is blind. But the 
temptation of every godly student 
development professional is to peek 
under the blindfold, to somehow 
look deeply into that student’s life to 


see if you can see a repentant heart, 


or some reason to make an exception 
to the rule in this case. "We'll 
forgive you this time, but don’t you 
dare do it again." 

Is there never a time to withdraw 
or withhold the conseqence? Tough 
question. King David deserved 
death for his sins, but did not receive 
that consequence. Other discipline 
molded his future behaviour, but he 
did not receive that which he justly 
deserved. At this point I plead for 
room to struggle, and permission to 
introduce another principle: wisdom. 
There are times that I believe 
wisdom says "withhold", but I’m not 


sure I can define the criteria for that 


decision. I used to think it was 
"repentance", but who can really see 
into another person’s heart? I still 
think the criteria is repentance (that’s 
what it was for David) -- but I think 
incredible wisdom and insight is 


required at that point which can only | 


come from God. 

So let’s trust Him for wisdom, 
and the development of real 
godliness for ourselves and those 
with whom we work. And let’s be 
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sure that our foundational 
philosophy of discipline is based on 
secure, godly principles. 


Dick Rollins, is Director of Adonai 
Counselling and Christian Resource 
Centre. He was formerly Dean of 
Students, Western Bible College. 


Taken from the Newsletter of the 
Association for Christians In Student 
Development, published by the 
KOINONIA FELLOWSHIP AUGUST 
1988. | 


THE BIG NIGHT 


Allan Tiel 


I sauntered into my dorm at the end 
of that memorable night; my 
roommate did not notice anything 
unusual. He couldn’t see the 
rapidity of my heartbeat. Moments 
earlier I had terminated a 
conversation with a very pretty girl 
by asking her out. How I did it I 
don’t know, but I did. When it was 
over I didn’t burst into my dorm, 
slam the door, lean against it, and 
breathe hard; I simply sat down. 

Actually, I slouched in my easy 
chair, folded my hands together 
under my nose, rested my elbows on 
the armrests, and tapped out a 
syncopated "Murder By Numbers" | 
with my fingers and feet. I was 
nervous. Well, I spent the week 
before the big night in continuous 
uneasy bliss. On the day of the date 
I experienced no butterflies in my 
stomach at all--they were more like 
canaries. In my two classes I took a 
total of three sentences of notes. I 
didn’t eat supper because my date 
and I were going out for dinner 
before the show. Good thing. The 
sight of vomit makes me sick. Since 
I was not eating supper with Ray 
(my roomy), I had plenty of time to 
get ready--another good thing. 

First things first. I took a shower 
that lasted forty minutes and 
rendered me beet-red from 
scrubbing. Scrubbing is the result of 
an intense fear of body odor. When 
I had dried I left the bathroom to 


could air out and went to put on my 


underwear (red underwear). Back in 
the bathroom, I shaved very 
meticulously, and then brushed my 
teeth and gums and tongue. I stuck 
my face right up against the mirror 
to squeeze any surprise blackheads 
out and tilted my head back so that I 
could look up my nostrils to make 
sure that everything was in order up 
there. I combed my hair (which 
really didn’t take that long) and 
applied my most expensive cologne 
over my neck, temples, and upper lip 
(I like the smell of it myself). That 
left me with only having to apply, 
and liberally, deodorant to my 
armpits, chest cavity, and thighs. 
Having hygienically prepared, I had 
only to dress and that was easy. 
Blue pants, blue tie, and black tweed 
jacket along with grey shirt and grey 
shoes and I was set. I glanced 
nervously at my watch and realized 
that I had only minutes left before I 
would have to begin my trek over to 
her dorm. My mind raced but I 
could think of nothing. I wondered 
if other people, particularly girls, 
went through this sort of thing. Nah, 
it was probably just me. 
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QUESTION OF 
THE WEEK 


Compiled by Bill DeJong ~ 


For the benefit of the people who 
aren’t Dutch here, what is a 
Friesian? 


"Friesians are from Friesland which 
is a province in the Netherlands. 
They are just as much Dutch as the 
rest of Holland and shouldn’t be 
joked about." 
- Louis VanderWier, 
dorm 26 


"The people that deserve to be 
known apart form the rest of the 
Dutch people because they are the 
elite." 
- Lisa Hilverda, 
dorm 13 


"Let me put it this way; a stork 
catches a frog, and is bringing it back 
to its next for dinner. The frog, in 
desperation, makes every attempt to 
get the stork to let him go. The 
stork, after listening to the frog’s 
whining and complaining, finally 
agrees to drop him. The frog, before 
agreeing, asks where they are. The 
stork replies "Friesland." The frog 
screams: "Eat me!" 

-Roger Grootenboer, 

dorm 27 


"Ed Plantinga is Friesian; need I say 
more?" | 
- anonymous, 
dorm 27 


"Those who are lower on the Dutch 
social scale." 
- Louise Bom, 
dorm 28 


"If they put a fence around Friesland 
it would be the biggest zoo in the 
world." 
- Adrian and Cathy, 
dorm 30 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CANADIAN LITERATURE book- 
sale in the Bookstore: Mon, Oct 24. 
TUES OCT, 25; 

WED OCT, 26. 


I AM A COLLEGE STUDENT in 
Barcelona’s Central University and I 
am very interested in contacting 
people from different countries. 
When I have time I like to swim a 
lot, and also read, but mainly my 
hobby is travelling. I’m also 
interested in social problems and I 
strongly believe in life and peace. If 
you'd like to write me, I'll be glad to 
answer back, of course. My address 
is the following: 
Inma Guerras 
C.M. Lestonnac 
Aragon 284 trip 
BARCELONA 08009 
SPAIN 

Thank you very much. 


LOONIES 


MISSING: 1 R.A. Slightly used, 
abused, and greying. Approximate 
age 21. Has black, thinning hair 
with blonde (dyed?) highlights. 
Often seen wandering at night with 
a flaming beauty. Answers to Kevin 
or Jackie. If found, please return to 
fatherless puppies in Dorm 3. 


WANTED: NEW STYLE BRIEF- 
CASE with collision-resistant 
bumper. Contact Lloyd. 


